
Christ the King Church 
Sun. 18th Dec 3.30pm Nativity Play and Christingle 

Service for all the family 
Christmas Eve 11.30pm Traditional Midnight Mass 

with Blessing of the Crib, preceded by informal carol 

singing from 10.45pm 
Christmas Day 11am Festival Mass, children invited 

to bring a present to open during the service. 

Community Centre 
Sun. 4th Dec 2-4pm  Xmas Fair 

Fri. 9th Dec 6.00pm Ukraine Concert 

Sun. 11th Dec Militaria Fair 

Sun. 18th Dec Toy Fair 

Sun. 27th Feb 2023 Toy Fair 

 

Once again Neil Leonard is happy for Lenny’s Taxi shop at the old post office to be a 
collection point for the Salvation Army ‘Be a STAR’ Christmas present appeal to ensure that 
all children from 0 to 16 have a present to open on Christmas Day.  
 

Neil and his staff are carrying on the tradition started by Sandra, 

Neil’s mother, who thinks this is such a good cause. Please support 

the appeal and donate new, unwrapped toys and gifts for children 

who might not otherwise be given a Christmas present. The gifts 

will then be collected from Lenny’s shop, wrapped, and given to 

those in need. 
 

 

  

 

What’s on 
 

The People’s Lamp Dedication Event 
A dedication event was held for The People’s Lamp on Monday 17 October 2022. The 
artwork sits just off Durham Road, at Mary Terrace, Bowburn and was commissioned to 
celebrate Bowburn’s mining heritage. 
 
Invited guests for the event included Andy 

McKeown, the artist who created the piece, 

representatives from Dyer Engineering, Groundwork 

North East, children from Bowburn Primary School 

and Stephen Guy, Chairman of Durham Miners’ 

Association. Stephen formally dedicated The 

People’s Lamp to the  community of Bowburn, 

miners and their families and those who lost their 

lives while working the seams of Bowburn Colliery. 
 

Ferryhill Town Band provided the music for the 

event,   opening   proceedings   with  ‘Gresford’,   the 

miners’ hymn and closing the event with ‘Slaidburn’, 

a rousing march. Despite the high winds on the day, 

the Bowburn Centenary, Tursdale and East Hetton 

(aka Kelloe) banners were on display and the young 

people from Bowburn Primary School did very well 

to hold on to the Children’s Banner in the gusty 

conditions.  
 

The Parish Council were delighted to see so many 

people come along to attend the dedication event and 

hope that The People’s Lamp will be a landmark and 

focus of commemoration for many years to come. 
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A short history of Bowburn Methodist Church 1906 to 2022 by Shirley Sharp 

Methodism in Bowburn began shortly after the first pit shaft was sunk in 1906.  The first 
Wesleyan services were held in the home of Mr Frank Barkhouse, the Colliery Engineer, The 
Elms, Durham Road, and continued there until enough money was collected by Mrs J Liddell 
for the building of a chapel.  
 

On October 27th 1909 the foundation stone was laid for the Wesleyan chapel, (later known as the Central 

Methodist Church), at the bottom of Durham Road West.  It was opened in February 1910 by Lady Florence 

Bell, wife of Sir Hugh Bell, colliery owner, and initially served the spiritual needs of a mining community. 
 

Built at a cost of £600, the chapel held about 100 people and had a small vestry at the rear for meetings and a 

Sunday School. The Minister at that time was Rev Alfred P Riddett (1871-1930), and the population of 

Bowburn at the time was 1,200. The vestry was extended in 1925 at a cost of £300 and was paid for by Mr 

Lumley of Coxhoe. In 1954 the Tursdale Wesleyan chapel closed and the church’s pipe organ was presented by 

its trustees to Bowburn, who installed it with the addition of a few stops to improve the range. 
 

           
 

In October 1908 the Primitive Methodist Chapel, built of iron and commonly known as the “Tin Chapel”, was 

opened at the top of the hill on Durham Road West by Mrs S Lancaster, wife of the Circuit Steward. The two 

chapels combined in 1932, and in July 1964 Bowburn Methodist Church was formed from the two existing 

societies of Bowburn Central (former Wesleyan chapel near Ash Terrace), and Bowburn Durham Road (former 

Primitive Methodist “Tin Chapel”).  The former premises were used for worship and the latter for Sunday 

School activities. 

In 1969 the top chapel was sold 

and demolished soon after; the 

proceeds from the sale were used 

to buy the Co-op store next to the 

bottom chapel for £2,150. 
 

In 1979 the church rooms, 

formerly the Coxhoe Co-op, were 

opened for Sunday school, youth 

work, concerts and a coffee bar. 
 

 
Before The  Alterations 

 

In November 1991 work began on 

the alterations to the Methodist 

church.  £14,500 was raised by the 

church, and grants and donations 

amounting to £10,000 were 

received towards the £40,000 

needed to renovate the church.  

Work started on the hall in 1988 

and on the church in 1992 and 

included a new entrance hall in 

the area once a passageway 

between the chapel and the Co-op, 

new roofing, new windows and 

brickwork.  The old church 

entrance was blocked up and the 

inside of the chapel was turned 

around, with the congregation 

facing north. 

 

 
Present Day 

 

In June 1996 a new Drop-In was 

started supported by Rev 

Elizabeth Oliver and loyal friends. 

It was to meet each Thursday 

morning during school term time, 

for families with pre-school 

children, and a coffee morning for 

older members and friends. June 

Snowball, one of the Drop-In 

helpers when it began, sent an 

invitation via Bowburn 

Interchange to “call in any 

Thursday morning for a drink, a 

biscuit and a friendly smile.” The 

Drop-In is still going strong today. 
 

The Kids Club began in 

September 1997 and was run by 

Denise Horner and helpers every 

Tuesday from 5.30 to 7pm for 

children aged 5 to 9. On 21st 

March 1998 a special service was 

held in the Methodist church to 

celebrate the work of the Kids 

Club. The Club was unfortunately 

disbanded in 2012. In December 

2002 the Drop-In received a 

Community Health award from 

Durham & Chester-Le-Street 

NHS Primary Care Trust.  
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We couldn’t miss England's first match in Qatar, not even for first view 

of the exhibition, and who knows we may win the World Cup. 
 

Throughout Lockdown and more recently, Linda Mercer has painted 

some stunning views from her holidays which you will be able to see in 

the Corridor Gallery in Bowburn Community Centre. 
 

Our group will also have held a sale of paintings at Coxhoe Farmer's 

Market which takes place on the first Saturday of every month in Coxhoe 

Village Hall. It is well worth a visit even when we are not taking part. 
 

We always welcome new members on a Tuesday morning from 10am till 

midday. If it's something you've been considering for a while or your 

family have urged you to do, call and see us.  The first session is free. 

Recently Bowburn Art Group have moved back into the Lounge for their Tuesday morning 
class.  It has been a long time since we have seen our 2018 mural on the wall there, 
commemorating the end of World War 1.  Some of our more recent members had not had 
the opportunity to see it at all as we have been based in the main hall since the end of 
Lockdown. Why not pop in to see the mural and its companion art work about Bowburn? 

 

By the time you read this we will have mounted our latest exhibition on the theme of holidays - a mere 

memory for some of us.  Our Preview Evening was to be held on 27th November but will now be on Friday 

2nd December where we can share this  and  other  art work with  friends.   
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The Trust made five such awards that year “in recognition of 

outstanding work and contribution to the community”. 
 

Other activities and groups to have met in the Methodist church over 

the years are the Women’s Fellowship, Sunday School with regular 

Sunday School Anniversaries, a Choir and Harvest Festivals services 

every year.  Services were held twice on a Sunday, morning and 

evening. 
 

In 2010 the Methodist church celebrated its 100th Anniversary.  A 

special service was held led by Rev Ruth Gee, chairperson of the 

Darlington and District Circuit.  The Minister at that time was Rev 

Shaun Swithenbank. 
 

We held an Anniversary service on 17th November led by Rev 

Richard Andrew, Chair of the District and a Christmas Fayre on 26th 

November. Unfortunately, these will probably be the last events we 

can hold in the chapel as the building will be closing early next year. 

We hope to be able to continue having a Methodist presence in 

Bowburn and plans are on-going to achieve this.  
 

We would like to thank everyone in Bowburn for their support 

over the years, and we hope to still be able to serve the 

community to the best of our ability in the future. 

 

Centenary Celebrations 

 

Art Group by Janice Young 

 
 

 

 



 
 
  

 

 

Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council 

Quarterly Parish Council  

Newsletter No. 54 (August – October 2022) 
 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

New Parish Councillor 

Members are pleased to welcome Gary Parker to the 

Parish Council. Gary is a resident of Bowburn and 

has over 40 years’ experience working in industry 

and higher education. Gary already is closely 

involved in local issues through his membership of 

the Bowburn and Parkhill Community Partnership, 

Banner Group and Local History Society and will be 

an asset to the Parish Council.  
 

Parish Council Vacancies 

There are still two vacancies for parish councillors in 

the west ward of the parish. Anyone interested in 

becoming a parish councillor should get in touch 

with me using the contact details below. Please 

provide a brief statement telling us why you think 

you may be suitable for the role and any experience 

you may have which would be relevant. 
 

Tour of Britain Cycle Race 

Local people were able to view the Tour of Britain 

Cycle Race on 6 September 2022 as it passed 

through County Durham, with the route including the 

B6291 through the village of Cassop. It was a great 

sight to see the cyclists speeding through the parish. 

Audit of the Parish Council Accounts 2021/2022 

Mazars LLP have completed the audit of the 

Parish Council accounts for the year ended 31 

March 2022 and have issued a certified Annual 

Governance and Accountability Return and 

External Auditor’s Certificate. All of the relevant 

documentation is available for public view on the 

Parish Council website. 

There were no matters giving cause for concern 

and the Auditor gave the Parish Council a clean 

bill of financial health for the 2021/2022. 
 

Bowburn Cemetery 

Residents have raised issues in relation to 

Bowburn Cemetery and the Parish Council has 

recently commissioned works at the cemetery to 

cut back overhanging trees and to repair some of 

the fencing alongside the path. The Parish Council 

is looking at developing an ongoing maintenance 

programme for the cemetery. 
 

Gillian Kelly 

Clerk to Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council 

Parish Council Mobile No: 0783 436 3444 

e-mail: gilliankelly.ccqparish@yahoo.com 

https://www.ccqparishcouncil.org 

Address: c/o Bowburn Community Centre 
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 Parish Councillors’ Contact Details 

Councillor Sylvia Raine, The Grange, Old 

Quarrington, Co. Durham, DH6 5NN 

sylvraine@outlook.com (Tel: 0191 377 2728) 

(Chair of the Parish Council) 

Councillor James Robinson, 4, Steavenson Street, 

Bowburn, Co. Durham, DH6 5BA  

j.robinson6212@btinternet.com (Tel: 0191 377 1655) 

(Vice-Chair of the Parish Council) 

Councillor Janet Blackburn, 10 Grange Park 

Crescent, Bowburn, Co. Durham  

jblackburn732@btinternet.com (Tel: 0191 377 0653) 

Councillor Alfie Dolan, 6 Parkhill Estate, Coxhoe, Co. 

Durham, DH6 4JH 

alfie.dolan@hotmail.co.uk 

Councillor Nicola Henderson, 39 Earls Way, Park 

Hill, Coxhoe, Co. Durham, DH6 4BU 

nicolah@outlook.com 

Councillor John Johnson, 10, Horton Crescent, 

Bowburn, Co. Durham DH6 5EJ 

Wilson-jon@hotmail.co.uk (Tel: 0191 377 0004) 

Councillor Maura McKeon, 27 Wylam Street, Bowburn, Co 

Durham, DH6 5BD 

maura.mckeon@durham.gov.uk 

Councillor Dennis Morgan, 26 Durham Road West, 

Bowburn, Co. Durham, DH6 5AU 

dennismorgan.durham@icloud.com (Tel: 0191 377 0553) 

Councillor Gary Parker, 28 Charlton Court, Bowburn, Co. 

Durham, DH6 5FB gary.info@btinternet.com 

Councillor Jackie Richardson, 27 Monteigne Drive, 

Bowburn, Co. Durham DH6 5QB 

discus@discus.plus.com (Tel: 0191 377 3574) 

Councillor Martin Ridley, Honeysuckle House, 1a Overman 

Street, High Shincliffe, DH1 2PU 

martinrid54@gmail.com (Tel: 07949 123886) 

Councillor John Spoors, 8 Grange Way, Bowburn, Co. 

Durham DH6 5PN  

johnspoors53@outlook.com (Tel: 0191 447 5970) 

Councillor George Storey, 20 Lynn Crescent, Cassop, Co 

Durham, DH6 4RH 

gstorey2506@gmail.com (Tel: 07787 768784) 

4 

mailto:sylvraine@outlook.com
mailto:j.robinson6212@btinternet.com
mailto:jblackburn732@btinternet.com
mailto:alfie.dolan@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:nicolah@outlook.com
mailto:Wilson-jon@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:maura.mckeon@durham.gov.uk
mailto:dennismorgan.durham@icloud.com
mailto:gaz.tech@btinternet.com
mailto:discus@discus.plus.com
mailto:martinrid54@gmail.com
mailto:johnspoors53@outlook.com
mailto:gstorey2506@gmail.com


 

 
 

  

Nature Notes by Richard Cowen 
After a long, hot summer, when 

the grass dried up and turned 

brown, it has not taken long for it 

to turn green and start growing 

again once the cooler, damper 

weather of autumn has arrived. But 

what impact has this had on our 

wildlife in the area? 
 

Well, one thing for sure is that 

blackberries abounded this year. 

The weather does seem to have 

suited them and there was a large 

crop for people to pick for quite a 

long time. It did though come 

earlier than usual and so may not 

have benefitted wildlife that may 

need this crop to store up for 

winter. 
 

Other crops have done well also, 

with good yields of apples and 

plums on many trees, growing 

wild as well as cultivated. Will it 

mean that crops are less bountiful 

next year, perhaps, because trees 

have put in so much energy for the 

crop this year that they will not 

have the energy to do it on 

successive years? Well, time will 

only tell in respect of this, but I 

think many of us have been able to 

enjoy the fruit crop this year. 
 

There has however this year been a 

mixed story for butterflies. Some 

in our area seem to have done 

well. At the Cassop Vale National 

Nature Reserve, Dark Green 

Fritillaries did well. These large, 

bright butterflies are always a joy 

to see. The upper wings are orange 

brown but they get their name 

from the colour on the underwings. 
 

 
 

Comma butterflies also did well. 

Although not rare, I have only seen 

one or two of these in previous 

years, usually early in the year. 

This year however, I have seen 

Commas right through the summer 

and autumn. In flight, it looks 

very similar to the Fritillary but 

when it lands, the shape of the 

wings is very different from that 

of any other butterfly – and of 

course explains why it is called a 

“Comma”. 
 

 
 

But one other butterfly, the Small 

Tortoiseshell, has not done as 

well this year. Last year, I 

counted 13 at one time on a 

single plant in our garden. This 

year, I have only seen a very few 

all year. Other people recording 

butterflies have said the same. 
 

So long as it has not been too 

windy or wet, the mild weather 

also seems to have kept a good 

number of moths coming to the 

garden at night. Although 

summer is clearly the time when 

numbers are greatest, moths can 

be found at any time of year, 

including winter. A new species 

for me in October has been the 

Large Wainscot, a plain looking 

moth but, as its name suggests, 

quite large in size. 
 

 
 

  
 

The Satellite, so called because of 

two small dots around a 

prominent wing spot, has also 

featured as well as the 

interestingly marked Figure of 

eight. 
 

 

The December Moth has already 

started to appear, and hopefully 

will continue to do so until, well, 

December. 
 

 
 

As far as birds are concerned, our 

summer visitors have now left. 

Swallows and House Martins 

were gathering on the wires late 

in August and early September 

before they began their long 

flight back to Africa (all the way 

to South Africa in the case of 

Swallows).  
 

 
 

Our summer visiting Blackcaps 

will also have left now but you 

may still see one or two of these 

birds on garden feeders 

throughout the winter. These 

however are almost certain to be 

birds that have migrated here 

from eastern Europe rather than 

any that has overstayed from the 

summer. But it is becoming a 

more common winter sight, 

especially as our weather stays 

warm. After all, why fly all the 

way to Africa if you only need to 

hop over the North Sea to find 

suitable conditions? But, 

generally, our winter visitors 

such as Redwing and Fieldfare 

have been slow to arrive this 

year, and no doubt the warming 

weather in their summer grounds 

in Scandinavia plays a big part in 

this delay. 
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A member has repaired the outer casing of the ‘legs’ of the noticeboard in Prince Charles Avenue. The internal 

core of each leg is undamaged and remains safe. It would be desirable to paint this board and the other two; 

one at the library, and one in Tursdale. Cllr McKeon has contacted Clean & Green to arrange a site meeting to 

discuss the work needed to paint the frame and legs of the noticeboards. 
 

The Partnership agreed to donate £50 to subsidise the cost of the fundraising concert for Ukraine on 9th 

December in Bowburn Community Centre. 
 

Once again Nigel Bryson the Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner has agreed to meet the Partnership, this 

time jointly with the Parish Council to discuss traffic issues in Bowburn and Parkhill including the motorway 

junction. 
 

Partnership meetings are held every third Tuesday of the month at 6.00pm except December; regular members 

wish everyone a Happy New Year for 2023 and look forward to seeing you on 18th January, then 15th 

February and 15th March.  
 

Quiz News 

Winners of the latest quiz ‘Hot and Bothered’ were drawn at the Partnership meeting on 15th November when 

the next quiz was announced. The new quiz, copies at £1 each is ‘White Christmas’ and will be available from 

Janet Blackburn (0191 377 0653). 

 

Good news. As suggested in Interchange 99 ‘Last Litter 

Pick’ someone else has picked up his litter picking stick 

and is organising regular litter picks. 
 

Councillor Hutchinson, who has been practicing litter 

picking for some time, is organising a litter picking group 

on the first Saturday of every month starting at 10.00am in 

the car park of the Community Centre; sticks and bags are 

provided. 
 

Please come along and support the group to keep our 

village tidy, everyone is welcome. 

 

Litter Picked Again by Gary Hutchinson 

 

Assist Accounts 
& Payroll 

 

Payroll Services 
Book-keeping 

 VAT 
 

Telephone: 
07751 948505 

E-mail: 
info@assistaccounts.co.uk 

 

 

Bowburn & Parkhill Community Partnership by Janet Blackburn 

 The Partnership welcomed Deborah Crinion from Believe Housing who 
explained that new posts have been created to increase customer engagement 
with tenants of Believe Housing over a six-month trial period. This could involve 
Community Investment, Low Level Repairs and Low Level Anti-Social 
Behaviour. Deborah has been allocated to the Bowburn area and Natasha 
Meite-Mekatoa will represent Parkhill tenants with the other officers covering 
Believe Housing in the Coxhoe Ward.  
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Current opening hours 

Monday to Friday 
7am-2pm 

Call in and pick up a menu. 

Follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram 

Sewing Group 
We have some new members bringing our little 

group up to an average of 20 people per week. 

Some lovely Halloween projects have been 

completed, new techniques learnt in quilting, 

cushion making and dressmaking.  Thirteen of our 

group had a lovely day out to Harrogate Knitting 

and Stitching Show with lots of new yarns and 

fabrics bought and many, many ideas for new 

projects and Christmas goodies - watch this space. 

Anyone is welcome to join us whatever level of 

experience you are or even if you just want to learn 

from scratch. We have sewing machines and an 

overlocker for you to use and plenty of experience 

and knowledge to share. We meet at Bowburn 

Community Centre on Tuesday evenings 6.30pm- 

8.30pm and Costs £3 per week. 

 

 

Crafting with Nadia by Nadia Johnson 

 Sugar Craft (Sucre Fleur)  
The Sugar craft group has enjoyed the summer break and have already produced some lovely flowers this 

term. Some of my students entered the competitions at the Annual Cake International Exhibition at 

Birmingham in November and some won prizes which makes me a very proud tutor.  

 

Weekly class students have made Begonias, Wild Garlic, Laurentia and Lavender and workshop students have 

produced some lovely Water Lilies, Thistles and Eucalyptus.  

 

I am looking forward to planning the spring term flower projects. I have four spaces on the Thursday morning 

class if anyone is interested. Ring Nadia on 01913771860 

 

The first workshop of 2023 is 28th January. If you’d like to learn how to cover a cake with sugar paste to a 

professional finish then learn some basic decorating techniques perhaps you would like this workshop. Or you 

could make a spray of sugar roses with buds, leaves and filler flowers on 25th February 2023. 
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The society meets in the Youth Club between 1.00pm and 

3.00pm on the following dates: 
 

13th December - Members' Christmas afternoon is a 

chance for members to show some items of interest from 

their own collections 
 

10th January - Rod Milbourne Bowburn, Society 

President's choice - Island Hopping – a talk illustrated 

with stamps that have a common theme of islands; 
 

 
 

14th February - Steve Dixon, Newcastle, displays East 

Africa 
 

14th March - Barry Burns, Middlesborough, will choose 

items from his extensive collection of George VI 

philately 
 

Please be aware that stamps showing only the late 

Queen's head will remain valid until the end of January 

2023, when the newer version with a printed bar code 

must be used. You will be able to swap them for new 

barcoded stamps in order to send a letter or parcel. 

Christmas stamps without barcodes will still be valid 

after the deadline, while commemorative stamps will not 

have barcodes added in future, so will also be unaffected. 
 

It is too early to write regarding any new stamps for King 

Charles III as no details for the new designs have been 

released and no new stamps for the King will be issued 

until existing stamp stocks are run down. All planned 

commemorative issues with the late Queen's head will go 

ahead as planned, indeed two sets of stamps have been 

issued showing her late majesty since her death, one 

planned and a special set as a tribute to her memory. 

 

I have no idea how long it will take for stamps with King 

Charles' head to appear but the stamps of King George VI 

remained valid until 1970 along with those of his father 

George V and his brother Edward VIII, eighteen years 

after the late Queen’s accession, although there were 

stamps of Queen Elizabeth II available before then. 

 

Stamping for All by Rod Milbourne New Durham AFC 
by Phil Rutherford 

A new football club has taken up residence 

on the football pitches in Bowburn. New 

Durham AFC has plans over the coming 

seasons to keep on growing as a Club in the 

area eventually having a full setup of teams at 

all ages. 

 

It all started with the idea of a Wearside 

League Team and an U23’s setup. 

Unfortunately, the U23’s didn’t get going, 

but a number of parents contacted the Club 

expressing an interest in a youth section 

which is planned for next year. Some free 

sessions were put on and a Fundamentals and 

three Youth teams were born. The make-up 

of the teams currently is an U7’s team, the 

Wasps, that are playing at U8 level, an U8’s 

team and an U9’s team. All the teams play in 

the Russell Foster Youth League featuring a 

number of local lads who attended the 

sessions, and some who had never played in a 

team before. 

 

All the teams are going from strength to 

strength and the Club is now in the process of 

setting up Futsal & Skills sessions. Feel free 

to like, and follow the Facebook page New 

Durham AFC for future sessions and events 

which are open to all, and if any budding 

coaches/players are out there get in touch. 
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East Durham Rural Corridor AAP Key Messages by Jane Bellis 

 
On 19 July 2022 Allan Blakemore chaired the meeting.  New Board members are Cllr Dowson from Fishburn; 

M Readman, Head of Highways. D Tempest, Durham and Darlington Fire and Rescue Service, and J Wood, 

Principal Consultant from ERS are leading on the Community Engagement Review. Once the review is 

complete, the recommendations and options will be consulted on, and the final report and implementation plan 

will go to Cabinet in December 2022. 

Neighbourhood Insp Sarah Honeyman provided monthly 

updates on local policing issues. 
 

Board members agreed funding of £17,395.84 towards The 

Cornforth Partnership Youth Links project from last year’s 

Area Budget, however due to price increases following 

Covid, the costs had risen to £21,395.04.  The Board agreed 

in principle to approve this project, subject to further Board 

members agreement via email as the meeting was not quorate. 

A video on the Easter 2022 Fun and Food Scheme was shared 

with the meeting and the Fun and Food project for October 

Half Term 2022 was launched in July. 
 

S Dunn gave a presentation on projects delivered within 

Coxhoe Village Hall  
 

Jane Bellis gave a brief update from the County Durham 

Partnership Forum meeting held on 17 June 
 

On 27 September Cllr Chris Varty was Chair. The meeting 

was not quorate, therefore consensus for decisions would be 

taken via email. 
 

A Stobbart and J McGurk gave an overview of ‘Believe 

Housing’. 
 

Board members agreed to include the £10,000 withdrawn 

from the Durham Savers Project into the Area Budget pot to 

be allocated to a project in keeping with the original project. 

Board members agreed to fund all Half Term Fun and Food 

projects, which included DJ Evans Youth Club, subject to 

decreasing the Groundwork application or finding funding to 

cover the £197.77 shortfall. 
 

Board members agreed to fund from Area Budget Coxhoe 

Primary School Community Hub/Gardens £27,250 towards a 

project costing £37,250; and from Neighbourhood Budget 

Cllrs Blakey, Hutchinson and McKeon paid £10,000 to match 

the £27,250. 
 

Jane Bellis gave a presentation on the funding streams 

available and reminded the Board about the aim, objective 

and criteria for the Towns and Villages Fund. It was agreed 

that the Review of Community Engagement be a standard 

Board meeting agenda item until it reaches its conclusion. 
 

There is one application for a public representative on the 

Board, who will attend an interview. 
 

Emma McLoughlin, Community Development Project 

Officer provided a verbal update on the Towns and Villages 

project(s). 
 

Date and time of the next meeting: 25th January at 5pm; 

Venue to be arranged. 
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On 18th September the Very Reverend Paul Butler Bishop of Durham attended the service 

of dedication and blessing of Christ the King Church community garden. Invitations were 

given to many in the village especially to those who helped the church with the Jubilee 

celebrations. Counsellors Blakey, Hutchinson and McKeon all attended and it was good to 

see the church full. 

 

After the service Bishop Paul gave a prayer of blessing and walked to all corners of the 

garden sprinkling it with holy water. Returning to church, a buffet lunch was served along 

with a glass of celebration champagne. 

 

The garden is to be named The Queen Elizabeth II Community Garden. The garden is an 

ongoing project and as the weather is changing and winter nears, work has been put on 

hold. The garden therefore will be open for visitors in the New Year; dates and times to be 

arranged. 

 Tel: 0775 155 2007

Planning Notes by Richard Cowen 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Thank you… 

…to all the advertisers 

who make our village 

newspaper possible. 

And a big thank you, 

too, to the volunteers 

who deliver the 

Interchange to every 

door. 

Queen Elizabeth II Community Garden by Maureen Robinson 

 
Erection of Care Home Integra 

An application has been received by Durham County Council for planning 

permission for the erection of a Care Home for up to 73 residents on the 

Integra61 site, close to the Wellsprings Centre. Permission has already been 

granted in principle for a Care Home on the Integra site, although this 

specified a maximum of 60 residents. 
 

The Bowburn & Parkhill Community Partnership has commented on the 

application. They did not object to the application in principle, but did 

represent that there should be better provision in respect of cycle parking, 

electric vehicle charging points and biodiversity net gain. The application 

has not yet been determined. 
 

Change of use to café, Oxford Terrace 

An application has also been received by Durham County Council to permit 

part of 1 Oxford Terrace to be used as a café. The premises were, in the 

past, used as a shop and then as a guest house. The site is on the opposite 

side of Crow Trees Road from the Coop. 
 

The application is very recent and has not at the time of writing been 

considered by the Partnership or the Parish Council. 
 

Reserved Matters application, Integra61 

This application seeks approval for landscaping works alongside Bowburn 

Beck where it flows through Integra61. It does not involve any building 

works but there are some engineering works in respect of land levels. Again, 

this application has not at the time of writing been considered by the 

Partnership or the Parish Council. 
 

Quarrington Quarry 

Earlier this year, I mentioned that the management of Quarrington Quarry 

had been consulting in respect of a proposed planning application to amend 

certain aspects of the working of the quarry. I stated that an application was 

anticipated in the spring. That application has not yet been made to Durham 

County Council but I am now told it is likely to be made before the end of 

the year. 
 

The quarry has also been considering some comments to them about 

improving the bridlepath below Cold Knuckles Quarry where it climbs up to 

Quarrington Hill and the provision of a route on horseback leading through 

the Crow Trees Local Nature Reserve. The latter would replace the 

temporary path that had existed leading towards the path between 

Quarrington Hill and Coxhoe. However, there are issues that affect the 

provision of both of these proposals and it is not possible to say whether or 

not they will be constructed. 
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Bowburn Primary School News by Mrs. Jackie Glass, Headteacher 

 

Staffing updates 

I’m sure you were as saddened as 

we were to hear of the passing of 

Mrs. Maureen Carter, one of our 

Supervisory Assistants, after a 

short illness. Maureen started 

working at Bowburn Infant and 

Nursery school in April 1991 and 

has given wonderful support to our 

youngest children for over 30 

years and was a well known figure 

around the village. She will be 

sadly missed by us all. 
 

There have been a few changes so 

far this term. We welcome Mrs. 

Vincent who will be teaching in 

Year 5, and Miss Neil who is 

covering Swallows class until Mrs. 

Richardson arrives back from 

maternity leave after half term. 
 

Mrs. Wendy Raine, who is one of 

our Nursery Teaching assistants, 

has decided to retire and will be 

leaving at half term.  Mrs. Raine 

has been working in the nursery 

for 22 years and will be a huge 

miss. We all wish her well and I’m 

sure she won’t be a stranger. 
 

Mrs. Simpson who has worked as 

Office Manager at the Infants and 

Primary school has decided to take 

early retirement at Christmas. She 

has worked at the school for 21 

years. We all wish her well in 

whatever she decides to do next. 
 

We have three new parent 

Governors who have recently 

joined our governing body:  Mr. 

Byers whose son is in Reception, 

Miss Bright who son is in Y6 and 

Mr. Brown whose children are in 

Y4 and Y5. 
 

Finally, I have decided to take 

early retirement at Christmas after 

7 years working as Headteacher at 

Bowburn Juniors, Infants and 

Nursery and from September 2019 

 

 

Bowburn Primary School. I will 

send my successor every good 

wish knowing they will be taking 

on a fantastic school with the best 

children, staff, parents and 

community in County Durham!  
 

Thank you to everyone who has 

supported the school during my 

time as Head, it has been a real 

privilege to work with the children 

and families. My successor will be 

appointed next term and in the 

meantime Mr. Soler and Mrs. 

Foster will run the school as 

Acting Head and Acting Deputy.  
 

Year One were very excited to 

visit Christ the King church and 

Bowburn Methodist church this 

half term. We had been learning 

all about the features that you 

might find in a church, and they 

really enjoyed being able to see 

the real-life objects and artefacts 

when they visited. The children 

listened to some stories about 

Jesus and thought about how they 

could be kind and caring with each 

other every day. 
 

 
 

On Friday 30th September, we 

held a Macmillan Coffee 

afternoon in school. Despite the 

atrocious weather, parents, carers 

and relatives came along to show 

their support and raise money for a 

very worthwhile cause. Lots of 

cakes were donated, and we had a 

fabulous raffle and tombola. In all 

an amazing £535 was raised for 

Macmillan cancer care. Thank you 

to everyone who donated (and Miss 

Gates for organizing everything!) 

 

 
 

Harvest Assembly: We have been 

very busy at Bowburn collecting for 

our Harvest collection for the 

Durham Foodbank. We received a 

huge amount of food and toiletry 

donations which we will pass on this 

week. Fr. John Livesley from the 

Church of Christ the King came into 

school on Wednesday to share a 

Harvest assembly with the children. 

Thank you for everyone’s generosity 

especially given the difficult times 

families are facing.  
 

 
 

School Council: The results of the 

school council elections were 

announced on Friday 14th October by 

Mr. Collinson our Chair of Governors 

in a special assembly. Well done to 

all the children who put their names 

forward for election. There was an 

amazing total of 106 children who 

nominated themselves. The children 

then voted in a secret ballot on who 

they wanted to represent them from 

their class. Our new school council 

members will have their first meeting 

shortly after half term.  

 

It’s amazing that the Bowburn Interchange has reached its 100th Edition! We always enjoy 
reading all the village news here at School, and it’s been wonderful for the schools to 
contribute to it over many years. I personally really enjoy reading the Nature Notes page 
which, is very interesting, and my Dad also loves reading the Interchange, even though he 
lives in South Tyneside he is from Co. Durham originally!  Long may the Bowburn Interchange 
continue! 

12 



 

  

 
 

People’s Lamp: On Monday 17th 

October, twenty Y6 children along 

with Mr. Soler and Miss Falcus 

attended the People’s Lamp 

dedication ceremony in Bowburn. 

The children were invited along with 

Miss Falcus as she had undertaken 

work with the artist Andrew 

McKeown and the children last year 

when they were in Year 5, 

completing some artwork and 

metallurgy, casting mining 

commemorative coins in pewter. 

Some of the children held the 

Children’s banner aloft and were 

proud to take part in the unveiling 

ceremony. Children at Bowburn find 

out about the history of Bowburn and 

County Durham as part of their 

history curriculum so it was very 

interesting to take part in the 

ceremony. 

 

 
 

Year Six: On Monday 10th October, 

Year 6 pupils and staff had a very 

informative visit to the Central 

Mosque in Newcastle as part of their 

RE work. Once at the Mosque  Br. 

Khadim taught us all about 

similarities and differences of Islam 

to other religions. Pupils found out 

what a typical prayer session was 

like, the Five Pillars of Islam and 

traditions, routines and Islamic 

culture. We got to experience a 'call 

to prayer' and what it would be like 

brushing your teeth with 'miswak'. 

The children enjoyed the visit and 

learned a lot. 

 

A Farewell Message by Jackie Glass 

 

I have decided to take early retirement 

from my position of Headteacher at 

Bowburn Primary School in December 

2022. I will be sorry to leave the 

school and the staff, children and 

families, who I have enjoyed working 

with immensely over the last 7 years.  
 

I became Headteacher of Bowburn 

Junior School in September 2015, and 
though my family are originally from County Durham, I knew very 

little of Bowburn village. I found out very quickly that there is an 

excellent community spirit, and I was made to feel welcome from the 

start. Writing for the Bowburn Interchange every few months quickly 

put the school in touch with the community, and we have enjoyed 

strong links over this time. I'm pleased that the Bowburn Interchange 

has made it to its 100th edition - quite an achievement - and it is always 

popular with the staff at school and my wider family also enjoy reading 

it! 
 

On starting work at the Junior School, I quickly made it a priority to 

work with Bowburn Infant and Nursery school to cement the strong 

links between the two schools.  Once we knew that there was to be a 

brand-new Primary School it was full steam ahead to work on the 

design with DCC and Esh Construction. It wasn't an easy time, 

especially as the first Covid lockdown period happened just as the new 

build was getting underway. 

 

The schools officially amalgamated in September 2019 and I became 

Headteacher of Bowburn Primary School. Initially this meant working 

on two sites, as the school building wasn't ready as planned. It was 

wonderful to now be working with our very youngest children, as we 

take children from 2 years old, and this was a whole new experience for 

me!  Delays to the build meant that we didn't move into the school until 

April 2021, but we all love our new school building and the state-of-

the-art facilities it offers to the children and staff. 
 

After my time as Headteacher at Bowburn and 33 years working in 

education, I have decided to take early retirement and enjoy some time 

with my own family. I won't miss the daily motorway commute from 

South Tyneside. However, I have nothing but fond memories of my 

time in Bowburn, and I hope to keep up to date with the life of the 

school and Bowburn via the Interchange in future. 

 

 

…and a tribute 
by John Collinson, Chairman of Bowburn Primary School Governors 
 

Jackie has made a major contribution to the lives of young people in 

Bowburn. 
 

Throughout as headteacher she has been devoted and professional in 

leading the school through many changes. Our outstanding new primary 

school will miss her character. 
 

I wish Jackie many thanks and hope she has a wonderful retirement. 
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DOG WALKING 

HOME VISITS 

PET TAXI  

PUPPY VISITS 
 

07858720396 
 

durhampetcare@sky.com 

www.durhampetcare.com 

Parkhill Residents Association by Catherine Styles and Alfie Dolan 

As we come to the end of 2022, the Parkhill Residents Association have been reflecting on the issues in and 

around Parkhill that they have been able to get involved with over the last 12 months. We have successfully 

managed to make the main green in the centre of Parkhill estate a much safer and more open space for children in 

the Parkhill area to play. The feedback we have had since we started discussions and work was completed has been 

mostly positive. There is still work ongoing behind the scenes to look at drainage issues.  
 

You may recall there have been various discussions around replacing the equipment in the play area, and giving 

the whole of the small park a little bit of an overhaul. This is still ongoing and we hope to be able to bring you 

more news on this in the New Year as plans start to be completed. 
 

Speeding has been a recurrent issue on the estate, on the main road at the top of the estate, and is the one thing that 

is a regular topic at the Parkhill residents meetings. Steps are being taken to look at how this can be rectified. 

We were contacted by a resident who asked us to share these pictures which 

have been taken on the same bench 66 years apart. This is the community 

bench at the top of Parkhill which has been in place for over 80 years.  The 

bench has understandably been replaced since the original photograph but still 

stands in the same spot. The young girl in the original picture is shown over 6 

decades later with her daughter and granddaughter.  
 

Going into 2023, we want to be able to do more for the residents of Parkhill, 

make the area safer for the people that live there and their families. 2023 will 

also be the year we start to put some trips on hopefully from Easter, but more 

of this will come in due course once we have been able to finalise more 

details.  We couldn’t do any of this without the ideas and support from you, 

the residents of Parkhill. So please feel free to contact us no matter how big or 

small you think the issue or suggestion is. 
 

If you would like to attend the residents meeting, or have anything you would 

like to discuss, contact the Chairman Alfie Dolan directly on 07906 265493 or 

email parkhill.residents@outlook.com 

 

 

 

Youth Club by Joanne Eden 

 Youth clubs continue to be well 

attended on the following days: 

 

Monday - Year 9; Tuesday - Year 7; 

Wednesday Year 8; Wednesday Year 

10 & 11 
 

We have been open during the October 

half term running holiday clubs for 

children in School Years 4, 5 & 6. The 

feedback from the children has been 

fantastic with them all saying they had 

a great time. We also, again, offered 

packed lunches during half term to all 

children and Young People who 

wanted one.  
 

The Community Gym is open every 

weekday morning 9-11am plus 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

evening 6-8pm. Fitness classes are 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

evenings.  

 
 

The Community Gym is open 

every weekday morning 9-11am 

plus Monday, Tuesday and 

Thursday evening 6-8pm. Fitness 

classes are Monday, Tuesday and 

Thursday evenings.  

 

If anyone is interested in 

volunteering in the Community 

Gym please contact Joanne Eden 

at the Youth Centre, we are 

looking for people who are 

interested in volunteering on a 

weekday evening 6-8pm. 
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Plus Beauty and Nails 

by Laura 
 

OPENING TIMES 

Tuesday to Saturday 
 

Hair by appointment 

0191 377 3391 

and 

0792 185 1357 
 

 

1a, Cambridge Tce, Bowburn 

THE 

HAIR 

HUT 

Tel.: 

0191 

377 

3391 
 

Fire, maps and brickworks by Mike Syer 

 
Local history fans have greatly enjoyed getting back to live meetings this year. They have 
held three more fascinating talks since the last Bowburn Interchange and are now planning 
more for next year. 
 

On 12th September, Jimmy McGrath described his 30 years working for Henderson’s Garage Doors – 

including the famous fire in 2003. A selection of aerial photographs and old maps were examined on 10th 

October, to see how Bowburn grew from a handful of houses (plus farms and pubs!) to the very large village 

that it is today. Then, on 14th November, archaeologist Richard Annis described the amazing discoveries made 

when a 19th century brickworks was unearthed in an archaeological dig, done before the Integra 61 

development began between Bowburn and Tursdale. 
 

 All three meetings took advantage of the superb overhead projection 

system that is now installed at Bowburn Community Centre. 
 

Other projects are under way, including one about the wonderful work 

of Bowburn Playgroup, in the last quarter of the 20th century, and a re-

arrangement of the books, photographs and other records and 

memorabilia in the History & Heritage Room in the community centre. 
 

A programme of meetings is now being put together for 2023. Details 

will be posted on the Local History Society’s website: 

www.bowburnhistory.co.uk.  

 

Anyone wishing to be put on the mailing list, for news of these and 

other events and things of interest, should e-mail 

bowburnlhs@gmail.com. 
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Ukraine by Richard Cowen and Lena Archbold 

More Ukrainian families have arrived in our area in recent weeks and are now settling in with 
families here. Children are taking up places in the Primary School and fitting in well. It is also 
good to see one or two great little football players among them. 
 

A Christmas concert has been arranged at the Community Centre on Friday 9th December starting at 6.00pm in aid 

of charitable causes supporting Ukraine. This will be the third such concert in the region with previous concerts 

raising money that has helped take food and other help to people suffering as a result of the war. This concert, with 

a Christmas theme with traditional Ukrainian, British and Polish songs, will aim to provide funds for a cellar in one 

of the schools in Vinnytsia where it will be suitable for kids to study and play during missile strikes. Schools in 

Ukraine can only operate if there are cellars there. This is part of the Bracelets and Peace project and you can find 

details of this Charity on their website at :- 
 

https://braceletsandpeace.com/index.php/making-bracelets/ 
 

The concert will feature singers from Ukraine and show videos of the beauty of the country and also what is 

happening there now. I have attended one of these concerts that was held in Sunderland and the quality of the 

music was very good. 
 

Entry will be free but any proceeds raised will go towards helping relieve the humanitarian situation in Ukraine.  

 

 

As this is the 100th edition of 

Bowburn Interchange  

here are some fun facts about  

the number 100 
 

 

A “Googol” is the number 1 

followed by 100 zeros 
 

“C” is the Roman numeral for 100 
 

There are 100 years in a century 
 

100 centimetres equal one metre 
 

Eskimos have over 100 words for 

ice 
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Bowburn remembered those who gave their 
lives to bring us peace, on Remembrance 

Sunday, 13th November. 
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  100 years ago in Bowburn by Mike Syer

Bowburn Interchange newspaper is celebrating its 100th edition by looking back at events in 
Bowburn 100 years ago. 

Ingledew, Mrs S. Hurry, Mr C. 

Stapleton and Mr Jas. Bowman. 

The prizes were presented by Mrs 

Chapman, club secretary. Dancing 

was then enjoyed to the music of 

Mr T. Stainthorpe’s band, with Mr 

J. Johnson acting as MC.

• On the same day, four Bowburn

schoolboys were in the Durham

League team that played Chester-

Le-Street in the English Schools’

Shield. They were Harker, left

back; Stevens, centre half; Moore,

inside right, and Alderson outside

left. (Bowburn School went on to

win the Durham & District

Schools’ League – a feat they later

achieved for seven successive

years between 1927 and 1933, not

least thanks to the work of Mr

James Arthur Moody, the sports

teacher, who started at Bowburn in

1920.)

• At the end of December 1922, a

fancy dress ball was held in the

Miners’  Institute  Hall   in  aid   of

funds for the erection of a mission 

church at Bowburn. (St John’s 

Mission was later built between 

the Hare & Greyhounds public 

house – now a carpet shop – and 

the colliery officials’ houses. It 

was formally opened on 3 

February 1924 but converted into a 

private residence in 1967.) 

• Also at that time, Bowburn

Grange was under construction.

Built to accommodate Matthew

Robson Kirby, the colliery agent

of Dorman Long & Co., it was

completed in 1923. It is now

Bowburn Hall Hotel. The colliery

houses in Bow and Burn Streets

were also then under construction.

• On 22 January 1923, the new

electric street lamps in Bowburn,

from the Hare & Greyhounds to

the Pit Laddie, were lit for the first

time.

• On 16 December 1922, Bowburn

Institute FC came back from being

3-1 down five minutes from full-

time, to win a point in the Belmont

and District League, against

Shadforth St. Cuthbert’s, away.

They thereby remained at top of

the league, which they went on to

win that season.

(They were presented with the 

League Cup – a gift of Sunderland 

AFC’s Charles Buchan – at a 

concert night in Bowburn Miners’ 

Institute Hall in June 1923. Gold 

medals were also presented to each 

player: R. Freeman, C. Price, N. 

Wright, R. Barker, R. Price, A. 

Price, C. Haigh, J. Edwards, R. 

Lane, G. Wharrier and G. Bell.) 

• On 18 December 1922, Bowburn

Tennis Club held a whist drive &

dance in the Miners’ Institute –

across the road from today’s

Community Centre. 19 tables were

used at the whist drive, for which

Bert Ramsay was MC. The prize- 

winners  were  Miss  Morris,  Miss

For more about these – and well over 2,000 other events Bowburn before 1931 – see “Early Life of 

a Pit Village”, by Bowburn Local History Society. Price £5 from Bowburn Community Centre. 
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  Winter Warming Tips by Hannah Eastham

We understand many residents are facing a tough winter this year following an increase in 
energy prices and the cost-of-living crisis. We’ve pulled together our 12 top tips to beat the 
cold this winter. 

Hot Water Bottles: Fill up the kettle a little bit fuller than usual for your last hot drink of the night to use in a 

hot water bottle, seal it tightly and place it between your bedsheets to preheat your bed. Alternatively, you could 

wrap the hot water bottle in a towel and place it on your lap whilst you’re watching tv to feel warm and cosy all 

evening. 

Throws & Blankets: Throws and blankets aren’t just for decoration, they’re also perfect for 

wrapping around you when you’re in the living room. It’s easy to get cold when you aren’t 

moving around as much. Open them fully and place over your duvet/bed cover for an extra warm 

layer. 

Brushed Cotton Bedsheets: Have you ever owned brushed cotton sheets? If not, you should give them a try. 

They’re usually found in the winter in shops like Dunelm, B&M and other home shops. The beauty of them is 

that they don’t feel cold when you get into bed, and they’re super soft too. 

Layers: Lots of layers is the way to go into winter. Loose fitting top layers are best as they trap 

“pockets of air”. Leggings and vest tops with trousers, long sleeve top and a cardigan/jumper are 

perfect to keep you nice and warm. Don’t forget to keep your feet warm too with Cody socks and 

slippers. 

Curtains & Blinds: Keep your curtains and blinds open during the day to let the winter sunshine in, but be sure 

to close them at night to help retain the heat. If you have the budget, you could try swapping to thermal curtains 

to help keep in some of the heat. If you have draughty windows, you can buy plastic insulation kits for windows 

from hardware shops or online.  

Radiators: You can help to radiate the heat from your radiators back into your home by covering 

a large piece of cardboard in tinfoil and placing it behind the radiators. Also, if your radiator is 

under the window, make sure your curtains aren’t blocking the heat from coming into the room 

by tucking them round the radiator.  

Small Kitchen Appliances & Ovens: After you’ve used the oven, leave the door open and allow the residual 

heat into the room. Always fill your oven when you have it on, and if you have them, utilise your worktop 

appliances such as your air fryers, slow cookers and microwaves! They use less energy than an oven. There are 

so many useful websites, recipe books and Facebook groups that have brilliant recipes for your appliances.  

Hot Drinks: Only fill the kettle with as much water as you need to save the amount of energy for 

each boil. You could also try filling the kettle up to the max and use thermos flasks and mugs for 

hot drinks to keep you warm during the day.  

Draft Excluders: Use draft excluders at the bottom of doors – you can make your own by stuffing the leg of a 

pair of tights with old clothing, cloths, socks or fabrics. You can also close off unused rooms, turn the radiators 

down to make sure you’re not heating up unnecessary space.  

Showering at the Gym: If you’ve got a gym membership, make use of the showering facilities and shower there 

after your workout. 

Drying Clothes: Turn off the tumble dryer, and make use of fold-away airers. If you do put the heating on 

whilst you’re drying clothes, move the airer as close as possible to the radiator and cover with a fitted sheet to 

help the clothes dry quicker.  

Community Warm Spaces: Across County Durham, the County Durham Community Foundation are offering 

funding to create a network of safe, trusted Warm Spaces where people can go to keep warm. Bowburn Library 

is one of those Warm Spaces.  All of the Warm Spaces around County Durham can be found at 

www.durhamlocate.org.uk. 
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Royal Visits to Bowburn by Mike Syer 

King Charles III’s recent accession to the throne 
prompted a reader to send photographs of a 
royal visit to Bowburn Interchange. 
 

Jones Court in Bowburn was officially opened by Prince 

Charles on Thursday, 2nd July 1998. The bungalows had 

been built by Durham Aged Miners Homes Association 

and were named after their late President, David Jones, 

M.B.E.  
 

Prince Charles visited Larry and Jill Heslop, at no. 7, for 

a cup of tea. “During the conversation he revealed his 

disappointment at England’s World Cup exit, having 

watched some of the game against Argentina on 

television”, reported the Durham Advertiser afterwards. 

“Mrs Heslop, a 56-year-old former nurse, said… ‘There 

is a twinkle in his eye which I rather liked. And when you 

start chatting with him, he’s very good company. He 

made us so very relaxed and there were no airs or graces 

about him. He is just a lovely person and a perfect 

prince.’ 
 

 
 

“Dozens of flag-waving children… greeted Prince 

Charles on his arrival… and he listened as the youngsters 

from Bowburn Juniors sang their school song. A group of 

them also presented him with a folder of the work they 

had done for a time capsule installed in the new homes.” 
 

Seventeen years earlier, King Charles’s mother actually 

slept, if not in the village, then very nearby. Queen 

Elizabeth II was on her way to open the Queen Elizabeth 

II Bridge, which carries the Metro between Newcastle 

and Gateshead, on 6th November 1981. She slept 

overnight in the royal train, on a section of the disused 

Leamside Railway between Bowburn and the NCB 

workshops at Tursdale. 
 

A more public appearance had been in October 1967, 

when the late Queen was driven through Bowburn – 

without stopping. She was traveling from Durham to 

Billingham, after she had earlier opened the new Tyne 

Tunnel. She will have seen more infrastructural works as 

 
 

she passed down the bank between the Wheatsheaf 

and the Pit Laddie – not long before the latter pub 

was demolished to make way for junction 61 of the 

A1 motorway. 
 

In a photograph taken on the day, the cars of 

motorway construction workers can be seen parked 

alongside the Tursdale road, behind the blacksmith’s 

forge. (This section of the A1(M) opened in 1969.) 
 

 
 

Another royal visitor spent a bit more time here. That 

was Queen Elizabeth’s uncle (George VI’s brother) – 

Prince Henry, Duke of Gloucester, who opened the 

DJ Evans Youth Club on 25th October 1963. The 

Duke was President of the National Association of 

Boys Clubs. He had previously visited the boys’ club 

about nine years earlier, when they were in the old 

Miners’ Institute premises (across the road from 

today’s Community Centre, which opened in 1961). 
 

His son, the current Duke of Gloucester (Prince 

Richard), also visited them, on 25th October 1989, 

when “he took up a cue and showed the youngsters 

his skills”, before going on “to join a small group of 

members playing indoor hockey”, according to the 

Advertiser. 
 

But Bowburn’s earliest royal visitor is believed to 

have been King Canute (1017-1035), who walked 

barefoot from Trimdon, via Garmondsway, to 

Durham, to pay homage at the Shrine of St. Cuthbert. 

It is understood that, on that occasion, no 

schoolchildren were given the day off to wave flags 

along his route. (And no photographs were taken.) 

Please address correspondence to Bowburn Interchange, c/o Bowburn Community Centre, Durham Road, Bowburn, DH6 5BB 

or e-mail: interchangebowburn@gmail.com 

Views published in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of Bowburn Village Celebration (BVC). No responsibility can be 

accepted for any damage that may arise from the publication of erroneous information received and published in good faith. 
A copy of BVC’s Editorial Policy is available on request or on our website. 
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